The second part of the book deals with surgical technique. The chapters emanating from the Boston University Postgraduate School, by Ruben, Goldman, Janson and Isenberg, deal with the laterally repositioned flap and free autogenous gingival grafts. The biological considerations for these procedures are discussed from both histologicaland clinical standpoints and the carefully reasoned approach shows how far we are moving away from the old days of empiricism.
The chapter contributed by J Seibert on the treatment of infra-bony lesions presents a wellbalanced and thorough review of the literature. It is also free of the dogmatic statements that have clouded the subject in the past. Root planing, curettage and gingivectomy are discussed by Dr Stahl, but add little to what is available in the standard textbooks.
The chapters contributed by Carranza, Carraro and Albano on mucogingival surgery and by Simring on endodontic-periodontic lesions must be considered poor, when compared to the high standard of some of the other contributions. The wide field of mucogingival surgery is inadequately covered and discussed in the light of current research. The documented cases are also poor. No attempt is made to classify the periodontalendodontic lesions and no mention is made or example shown to underline the importance of lateral canals. The biological aspects of the problem are not discussed.
Many of the photographs are unclear, the wrong way round or upside down; radiographs are hazy to the point of obscurity; and it seems totally unnecessary for such an illustration to take up half a page. At a price of £26 As with any volume by multiple authors, the style varies and is not always easy to read. This is more than compensated for, however, by the standard of contents. Each chapter of the section on transplantation provides a review of present knowledge, together with experience, both clinical and experimental, of individual authors. There is a fascinating account by Monaco and colleagues of active enhancement of grafts using antilymphocyte serum for immunosuppression, followed by bone marrow cells from the graft donor to promote enhancement or tolerance. The potential of such techniques in human transplantation appears considerable. The need for more effective and less dangerous forms of immunosuppression is also stressed in the chapter devoted to steroid therapy, by Bach. Caution is advised in attempting to give steroids for immunosuppression on an alternate-day basis. Problems of histocompatability and mechanisms of rejection are reviewed by Hamburger. Other chapters are concerned with transplantation in children, early diagnosis of rejection, circulating antibodies, arterial lesions in the rejecting kidney, and the effects of viruses on immune responses.
As the publishers' foreword suggests, this is a 'high-level' reference book which is likely to appeal only to those actively involved in kidney transplantation. An extensive and most useful bibliography follows each chapter.
LAVINIA LOUGHRIDGE
Greenfield's Neuropathology edited by W Blackwood MB FRCP FRCS FRCPath and J A N Corsellis FRCP FRCPath FRcpsych 3rd edn pp xii +946 illustrated £37.50 London: Edward Arnold 1976 The third edition of this classical text on neuropathology fully lives up to the excellence of its predecessors. It deals with all aspects of the subject other than cerebral tumours. The 16 contributors are all distinguished in their fields, and it is hard to single out any one section for special praise. The second edition came out in 1963, and over the ensuing years there have been great advances in many aspects of neuropathology. These are mirrored especially in the chapter on inborn lysosomal enzyme deficiencies by L Crome and J Stern, and the extensive revision of the chapter on virus diseases of the nervous system by J Hume Adams. There are also new chapters on cerebral hypoxia (J B Brierley), cerebral trauma (S J Strich), the hypothalamus and pituitary gland (P M Daniel and C S Treip), diseases of peripheral nerves (H Urich), and diseases of muscle (D G F Harriman). The chapter on malformations of the nervous system by H Urich is especially valuable. This is an authoritative account of all aspects of neuropathology other than tumours of the central nervous system, and is an essential reference book for all pathologists. Physicians will also benefit greatly from a study of its contents.
